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IntroducƟon 

Kent County Council (KCC) are the managing authority for the highway so any concerns need 
to be addressed by them. Parish Councils role is to pass on those concerns and work with KCC 
to try to find soluƟons to problems. In 2023 KCC published The Highway Improvement Plan 
InformaƟon Pack. This set out the procedures to be followed the criteria for the site and set 
out cosƟng for changes to the highway including seeking Traffic RegulaƟon Orders and Pre-
consultaƟon engagement. Some requests from Parish Councils (PC) may require a Traffic 
RegulaƟon Order (TRO). A TRO is a legal document which is required to manage traffic flow, 
speed limits and parking restricƟons and is necessary to make the restricƟon enforceable.  

A TRO is required for a change of speed limit. All new TROs are adverƟsed and a formal 
consultaƟon with relevant stakeholders, including the Police, bus companies and emergency 
services, will be undertaken. It should be noted that an applicaƟon for a TRO may not result 
in its successful implementaƟon. All TROs are subject to a statutory legal consultaƟon and 
democraƟc scruƟny process, and should more than five valid objecƟons be received, it will be 
necessary to discuss them at a meeƟng of the local Joint TransportaƟon Board (JTB). As a 
result, the Parish or County Member must be able to demonstrate that prior engagement with 
all relevant stakeholders has been undertaken, and the results provided to Kent County 
Council, before a TRO applicaƟon progresses. Stakeholders, even during the early engagement 
stage, need to include Statutory Consultees:  

 Kent Police Roadspol.td@kent.pnn.police.uk  
 Kent Fire and Rescue Service enquiries@kent.fire-uk.org  
 Ambulance Service enquiries@secamb.nhs.uk  
 Road Haulage AssociaƟon Southern-eastern@rha.uk.net  
 Freight Transport Authority trafficordersgreatersoutheast@Ōa.co.uk  
 County Councillor (if applicable)  
 District/Borough Councillor  
 Parish Council (if applicable)  
 Local Bus Operators (See KCC website for local bus operators)  
 Affected Dwellings (those immediately affected) 

The cost for a TRO is £2850 with an addiƟonal £650 should the decision be referred to the 
JTB.  These fees will increase yearly on 1 April. 

In June 2024 a quesƟonnaire was prepared by Dymchurch Parish Council in order to gather 
informaƟon on the concerns regarding Road Safety along the A259. We asked for the opinion 
on problems encountered by residents which had been reported to the PC and KCC. 

A hard copy was included in the Parish Council Summer NewsleƩer giving parishioners the 
opportunity to return the quesƟonnaire to the Parish Office or complete an on-line version. 

This report details the response to the quesƟonnaire. It sets out the criteria that needs to be 
met if it is decided to implement changes and the potenƟal costs. 

All but a few of the on-line returns included a comment and many of the hard copies. These 
have been included to indicate to readers how residents’ lives are affected by the present 
situaƟon (Appendix 1 and 2). Comments regarding other road safety issues that residents 
included in their return are in a separate secƟon. 
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Results 

Residents of Fairways have told the PC and KCC that they are fearful of crossing the road to 
access the bus stop and the beach. The speed limit is 40mph at present. 

Q1. The Parish Council should ask KCC for the speed limit to be reduced to 
30mph between Martello 25 and the traffic lights at Dunstall Lane.  

On line replies   192 
 
This was made up of: 
3 Regular Visitors 
7 Residents of Adjacent Parish 
31 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate 
101 Residents of Dymchurch 
50 Residents of The Fairway 
 
Agreed 160 
 
Disagreed 27 
 3 Residents of Adjacent Parish 
 1 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate 
 20 Residents of Dymchurch 
 2 Residents of Fairway 
 
No opinion 5 
 3 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate 
 2 Residents of Dymchurch 
  
Hard copy replies   110 
 
This was made up of: 
21 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate Area 
66 Residents of Dymchurch 
23 Residents of The Fairway 
 
Agreed 94    

16 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
57 Residents of Dymchurch  
21 Residents of Fairway 
 

Disagreed 11 
 2 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
 9 Residents of Dymchurch  
  
No opinion 5 
 3 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
  2 Residents of Fairway 
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Q1 Results of on-line and hard copy number of replies 302 

 
 
 

Agreed 254 
 

Disagreed 38 
 

No-opinion 10 
 
 

 

Q2. If the speed limit is reduced to 30mph it may then be possible to campaign 
for a zebra crossing. The Parish Council should try to negoƟate with KCC to get 
a crossing at the Fairway. 

On line replies   189 
 
This was made up of: 
 3 Regular Visitors 
 5 Residents of Adjacent Parish 
 30 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate 
 101 Residents of Dymchurch 
 50 Residents of The Fairway 
 
Agreed 158 
 
Disagreed 27 
 1 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate 
 25 Residents of Dymchurch 
 1 Residents of Fairway 
 
No opinion 4 
 1 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate 
 3 Residents of Dymchurch 
 
 
Hard copy replies   94 
 
Agreed   87   

15 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
51 Residents of Dymchurch  
21 Residents of Fairway 

Question 1

AGREE DISAGREE NO OPINION
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Disagreed 4 
 2 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
 2 Residents of Dymchurch  
  
No opinion 3 
 3 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
 

Q2 Results of on-line and hard copy replies 283 
                                                                                                                                        

 
Agree 245 
 
Disagree 31 
 
No opinion 7 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There have been calls for safer roads on the 40mph stretch of the winding road 
between Burmarsh Road and Tower Estate, where there are narrow turnings on to 
the A259, resident’s drives on blind bends and access paths and steps to the beach 
with no clear vision of vehicles approaching at 40mph. 

Q3. The Parish Council should ask KCC for the speed limit to be reduced to 
30mph between Burmarsh Road to just beyond Tower Estate.  

 
On line replies   192 
 
This was made up of: 
3 Regular Visitors 
7 Residents of Adjacent Parish 
31 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate 
101 Residents of Dymchurch 
 50 Residents of The Fairway 
 
Agreed 172 
  3 Regular Visitors 

5 Residents of Adjacent Parish 
  30 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate 
  87 Residents of Dymchurch 

47 Residents of The Fairway 
 

Question 2

AGREE DISAGREE NO OPINION
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Disagreed 15 
 2 Residents of Adjacent Parish  

1 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate 
 11 Residents of Dymchurch 
 1 Residents of Fairway 
 
No opinion 5 
 3 Residents of Dymchurch 
 2 Residents of Fairway 
 
Hard copy replies 109    
 
This was made up of: 
 21 Residents of Burmarsh Rd/Tower Estate Area 
 65 Residents of Dymchurch 
 23 Residents of The Fairway 
 
Agreed   101 

21 Resident of Burmarsh/Tower Estate Area 
57 Residents of Dymchurch  
23 Residents of Fairway 
 

Disagreed 5 
 5 Residents of Dymchurch  
  
No opinion 3 
 3 Resident of Dymchurch 

 
 

Q3 Results of on-line and hard copy replies 301 
 

 
 
 
Agree 259 
 
Disagree 19 
 
No opinion 8 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Question 3

AGREE DISAGREE NO OPINION
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Comments  
 
Comments taken from quesƟonnaires were collected. Text in bold is taken from KCC 
Highways Improvement Plan InformaƟon Pack which sets out KCC guidelines for 
these types of concerns. 
 
A crossing at Fairway 
Typical comment ‘As a user of a mobility aid, I am unable to cross the road at the 
Fairway, due to the poor condiƟon of the road and the speed of the cars. This in effect 
leaves me housebound as I can no longer use the buses as I cannot get across the 
road’. 
 
Number of comments disagreeing 2 
Typical comments ‘Sight lines are perfectly adequate’ 
The present lights plus a new zebra crossing ‘will cause gridlock in the summer’ 
 
Site requirement: Footways on both sides of the road, usually at least 1.8m wide 
KCC Costs: a Pedestrian count and traffic speed survey will be required at a cost of 
approximately £700 for each locaƟon. 
The cost for a basic zebra crossing then typically starts from about £21,000 but can 
increase significantly if any of the following addiƟonal costs are incurred:  
Resurfacing of the carriageway if the exisƟng is unsuitable.  
AddiƟonal street lighƟng.  
Enhanced belisha beacons.  
Widened or extended footways.  
Pedestrian guardrail.  
AddiƟonal electrical costs if there is no nearby suitable supply.  Drainage 
alteraƟons. 
Traffic RegulaƟon Orders (TRO) for changes to the speed limit 
Road safety audits giving independent safety advice on planned changes £995.  
Traffic management will need to ensure that the works can be installed safely.  
A Temporary Traffic RegulaƟon Order (TTRO) to close the road, along with 
associated diversion signs or temporary traffic lights, may be needed in order to 
install the physical measures.  
Restricted working hours charges and/ or Lane rental fees may also apply. 
Design fee in excess of £2,000 
 
 
Motor bikes and cars break the speed limit 
Number of comments 21 
Typical comment: ‘many incidents at Willop… and towards The Neptune… drivers see 
the road is straight and speed up like racing drivers’ 
 
Reduce all speed limits to 30mph 
Number of comments 24 
Typical comments: ‘the whole 259 should be lower considering how many children 
are here each day, the traffic is so fast’ 
‘Reduce speed to 30mph all the way to Redoubt’ 
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Reduce the speed limit between Burmarsh Corner and Tower Estate 
Number of comments 4 
Typical comment: ‘if walking along path you feel cars heading straight for you …if in 
wheelchair or have buggy you have to go this way as only path with no steps up to 
beach’. 
 
KCC Costs  
Traffic RegulaƟon Order from £2,850  
Speed limit entry signing (2x pairs of non-illuminated signs on new posts) from 
£650 each  
Painted carriageway roundels can be added from £100 each. 
 
 
Other road related comments made 
 
Reduce speed to 20mph  
Number of requests 11 
Typical comments ‘this is a holiday village and many children’ 
‘between Ship Inn and Tesco’ 20mph 
‘Reduce speed to 20mph Fairway’ 
 
20mph zones require traffic calming measures (e.g. speed humps or chicanes) or repeater 
speed limit signing and/or roundel road markings at regular intervals. 

 
Traffic calming measures 
Number of comments 5 
Typical comment ‘we also need to slow the traffic down. Some traffic calming 
measures’ 
 
KCC will very rarely be able to install physical traffic calming measures on A or B 
classified roads due to emergency services 
 
Problems encountered with Zebra crossing 
Number of requests 5 
Typical comments: ‘Many incidents of cars not stopping at zebra crossing’ 
‘can the PC request it be made into a Pelican Crossing as warning lights will stop this’ 
 
Puffin crossings are used where traffic speeds are 40mph, and a zebra crossing 
would not be safe. 
KCC cost for a basic puffin crossing typically starts about £46,000 but can increase 
significantly if any of the following addiƟonal costs are incurred:  
Resurfacing of the carriageway if the exisƟng is unsuitable.  
AddiƟonal street lighƟng.  
Enhanced belisha beacons.  
Widened or extended footways.  
Pedestrian guardrail.  
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AddiƟonal electrical costs if there is no nearby suitable supply.  Drainage 
alteraƟons. 
Traffic RegulaƟon Orders (TRO) for changes to the speed limit 
Road safety audits giving independent safety advice on planned changes £995.  
Traffic management will need to ensure that the works can be installed safely.  
A Temporary Traffic RegulaƟon Order (TTRO) to close the road, along with 
associated diversion signs or temporary traffic lights, may be needed in order to 
install the physical measures.  
Restricted working hours charges and/ or Lane rental fees may also apply. 
Design fee in excess of £2,000 
 
 
‘It baffles me there is no island or pedestrian crossing for pedestrians to safely cross 
between the town and New Beach caravan park.’ 
 
Crossing for Burmarsh Corner 
Number of requests 3 
 
KCC require good visibility for drivers and pedestrians (i.e. not on or near a bend. 
The minimum distances for visibility of pedestrian crossings for approaching traffic 
traveling at 30mph is 40m.  
5m from side roads and clear of private driveways. 
 
Crossing by school 
Number of requests 12 

Typical comment: ‘there needs to be a crossing close to Dymchurch Primary and the 
Ship. Because of limited parking by the school many parents use the Ship car park 
and then to safely navigate the busy 259 along with many who also need to cross. 
Alongside a speed reducƟon there needs to be traffic calming measures as many 
drivers fail to observe the speed limit. 

 
Install Speed cameras  
Number of comments 35 
Typical comment: ‘We think speed cameras will be more effecƟve’ 
‘Speed cameras should be introduced from Fort Redoubt to Tower Estate on A259 as 
this is where accidents seem to happen from speeding and this causes a long 
diversion via BuƩolph Bridge Road, Donkey St. and Burmarsh Road.’ 
‘would earn a fortune’ 

Deciding whether to install a speed camera is the job of local partnerships between 
the police, local government, the Highways Agency and health authorities. They 
work together to identify dangerous sites where speed cameras could help 
improve road safety. 

There are some government guidelines to help with these decisions. These 
recommend that for a speed camera to be installed, certain conditions should be 
met, including that at least 20% of drivers exceed the speed limit at the site. Also, 
accident history records should show that there is a serious crash risk on that 
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stretch of road – there must have been at least two collisions resulting in people 
killed or seriously injured per kilometre in the last three years.  

Public opinion and any community concerns about safety on a particular stretch of 
road should also feed into the decision about whether a speed camera is needed. 

The money collected from speeding fines then goes into Central Government 
coffers, rather than to local councils. It’s also worth noting that speed cameras are 
usually cheaper to install than alternative traffic calming measures, such as bumps, 
bollards and chicanes. 

Enforce speed limit 
Number of requests 7 
‘It is no use introducing any further speed limits unless they are beƩer enforced. A 
high proporƟon of cars drive…above the speed limit, some excessively’ 
‘the 40 mph limit in A259 cannot be legally enforced as some of the signs don't 
comply with road sign traffic regulaƟons. …signs …have blanched …unƟl the 'street 
furniture' is put in order, there is liƩle legal chance to enforce any of our 40 mph 
speed limits …former DetecƟve Chief Inspector’ 
 
‘Traffic lights that turn red for limited Ɵme if approaching vehicles exceed 30mph. 
Have experienced this in Portugal.’ 
 
‘Please implore KCC to consider the safety implicaƟons of the mini roundabout in 
Dymchurch, cars coming down pass Tescos rarely pause at the slow line, cars coming 
along Mill Road wanƟng to turn right have poor visibility of cars coming, an accident 
is waiƟng to happen The signage needs enhancing and the slow sign replaced with a 
stop sign’ 
 
‘lines around the roundabout to prevent people stopping on it so that they can pop to 
the bakery or convenience shop. Doing a full turn around the roundabout is almost 
impossible.’ 
 
‘At the Fairway there is a deep trough in the middle of the road also needs doing 
urgently, trolley wheels and pushchairs get stuck in the middle’  
‘I have also seen a young mother with a twin pushchair that the wheels of the 
pushchair got into the dip at the centre of the road, luckily her mother was with her 
and they got the push chair out before traffic had reached them.’ 
 
‘the dropped kerbs around the village need looking into. Very few of them are flush … 
making it extremely difficult for mobility scooters … and …wheelchairs’ 
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Conclusions 
 
There is evidence that the PC has the support of the vast majority of residents who 
responded for reducing speed limits on the A259. 
 
Residents are unhappy with the danger and noise generated by speeding motorists and 
motorbikes throughout the day and night. They are concerned that even if the speed limit is 
reduced it is not enforced. The majority of comments called for speed cameras to be 
installed as the only way to ensure safer roads. 

A report for the Dept of Transport showed: 

• The number of vehicles exceeding the speed limit at fixed camera sites fell by 70 per cent. 
The reduction at mobile camera sites was 18 per cent  

• Excessive speeding (15mph or more above the limit) fell by 91 per cent at fixed sites and by 
36 per cent and at mobile sites 

When an accident occurs along the Hythe Road vehicles are forced to use Donkey Street, a 
narrow winding road with sharp bends and deep water filled ditches in places. This creates 
problems with busses and lorries geƫng stuck and making access for emergency vehicles 
nigh impossible. Accidents at the St Mary’s Bay Road similarly cause diversions around 
narrow twisƟng Marsh roads. 
 
The greatest asset in Dymchurch is the beach and promenade. Its use promotes health and 
wellbeing and is an important social meeƟng point. Problems with road safety to access this 
asset are the source of great anxiety for many people. 
 
A zebra crossing can only be installed if the maximum speed limit is 30mph. Taking account 
of all fees, the esƟmated cost of installing a zebra crossing at the Fairway would be a 
minimum of £28,195. If a puffin crossing were installed it would be £25,000 more than this 
at £53,195. But it should be noted that as there is just the entrance to a footpath leading to 
the promenade and not a footpath of 1.8m on the seaward side, considerable addiƟonal 
costs would be involved in creaƟng an acceptable area of ground. 
 
Besides the two secƟons of road the PC consulted on, there were calls for the 30mph 
restricƟon to commence at the Redoubt and conƟnue into St. Marys Bay and New Romney 
Parishes. As this secƟon within the Dymchurch Parish was not part of our consultaƟon on 
this occasion it cannot be included in this submission to KCC. 
 
There were also calls for a 20mph zone to extend from Tesco to Ship Inn and traffic calming 
measures by Tudor Avenue and for a crossing at Burmarsh Corner. Again, these did not form 
part of our consultaƟon so cannot be included in this submission. If the PC were to consider 
this in the future, they should bear in mind that success would be doubƞul as addressed in 
the body of this report. 
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Recommendations  

Continue to Highways Improvement Plan pre-engagement status and consult statutory 
consultees for reduction in speed limit to 30mph between Tesco and Dunstall Lane and 
Burmarsh Corner to Tower Estate. 

Speed cameras do not form part of a HIP so we should apply to the local partnership for 2-
way fixed speed cameras to be installed in both of the above locations. 

Seek funding for a puffin crossing at the Fairway. 

Meet with School governors to ascertain whether they can arrange a person to assist at the 
school crossing. Put them in touch with KCC Kent Active Travel Team who assist schools with 
finding solutions for children traveling to school. The Active Journeys Team also manages 
the School Crossing Patrol service across Kent. 

 
 

Map of recorded accidents in Dymchurch 2018-2022 
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OUTCOME 

The report was presented to Dymchurch Parish Council at it’s meeƟng on 7th October 2024. 
The Council unanimously voted to accept the recommendaƟons of the report in full. 
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Appendix 1 

EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS CROSSING AT THE FAIRWAY ON-LINE COMMENTS 

  

As a regular visitor to the Fairway, with elderly parents residing, the road is an absolute nightmare. 
And trying to get to the other side is nigh on impossible. Bikers race down that road do 90+ mph late 
into the night. Speed cameras are also needed along that awful stretch of road. 

We live on the Fairway Estate and try to cross the A259 twice daily for our walks. This road is very 
dangerous, there is no regard for the 40mph speed. Many a time have we had to run across the road 
as cars speed up. At times, it resembles a racing track with speeding motor bikes or drifting cars in 
the evening. The speed limit needs lowering and speed cameras installed. A proper crossing with 
lights would help the elderly, disabled or families to cross at this pinch point whilst controlling the 
traffic safely. 

Agree on reduced speed limit especially on the straight from Dymchurch to SMB as I live in one of 
the bungalows right by the road and it is used as a race track so often that someone will get killed! 
Sod zebra crossing they are useless but put a speed camera in!! 

People already do more than 40 along this Road it is so dangerous , this as been applied for many 
time but still the council do nothing about it. It's about saving life's. Where is Health and Safety 
Rules when they are needed. Help us to stop crazy drivers from speeding along these Roads. 

On occasions it can take 5 mins or so to cross the road from the Fairway as drivers rarely stick to the 
40 mph limit. 

It is totally impossible to cross the road at the top of The Fairway just to get to the bus stop for my 
commute to work! It's incredibly dangerous for the elderly/slow walking that live in this estate (the 
condition of the road is also dangerous to those that have walking aids due to there being a moat in 
the middle of the road!) 

The deep trough in the middle of the road also needs doing urgently, trolley wheels and pushchairs 
get stuck in the middle 

I have experienced speeding cars, one that within inches missed me and my dog. Nothing was in 
sight when I crossed but the car came from the fairway obviously too fast and only looking right then 
continued at speed just missing me. I have also seen a young mother with a twin pushchair that the 
wheels of the pushchair got into the dip at the centre of the road, luckily her mother was with her 
and they got the push air out before traffic had reached them. A crossing is desperately needed. 
Also an issue is the edge of the banks are making the path by the bus stop less and the pathway up 
from the road is getting less. Not very accessible for wheelchair, pram or double pushchair. 

It is very dangerous for everyone to get across the road especially the elderly of which there are 
many in fairway and roads off fairway,it is extremely hard to get to the bus top and beach 

Crossing the road from The Fairway, to either the Bus stop or the beach is frightening. I am Disabled 
as are lot of residents on The Fairway, when crossing with a wheelchair or sticks you need time to 
cross. A car bus or Motorbike, going 40 miles per hour or more would not give you time to cross 
safely. I also think speed cameras should be put up there, as you can hear people speeding from my 
hours. When sitting in the garden etc. 
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This road is used like a race track and it's not going to be long before someone is knocked down and 
seriously injured, or worse - lose their life - by a speeding vehicle. It can sometimes take 10-15 
minutes to get across the road to the bus stop/beach and I have seen young people taking a chance 
to get across the road between a break in the traffic. There are a lot of elderly people living on The 
Fairway, many of whom rely on the buses, and they're unable to cross the road as quickly as 
someone younger to get to the bus stop or to cross the road to get home after alighting from a bus. 
The speed limit on this road needs to be reduced and a controlled crossing also needs to be in 
place to prevent a tragic accident occurring. 

The traffic is so fast moving it is frightening trying to cross over from Fairways to the beach 
As there is a long stretch of road outside the Fairway Cars & especially Motorcycles do increase 
their speed 

I have waited several minutes on many occassions in order to cross the road at the junction of the 
fairway and the A259. lt is obvious that many vehicles are exceeding the speed limit which adds to 
the danger of crossing at this location. A speed survey would give a clearer picture and support the 
need for a crossing. 

The road at the crossing at the top of the fairway to the bus stop is urgently needing repair several 
people have tripped and it's only a matter of time before there is an accident 

More traffic speed checks to stop speeding along this stretch of road. I feel as though I take my life 
in my hands everytime I have to cross the road 

My grandad and son use that crossing alot and the traffic and speeding is becoming very dangerous. 
People do not drive 40mph and over take without thinking. The road is dangerous to pedestrians 
most definitely. 

I've seen lots of comments stating that there is a pedestrian crossing at Dunstall Lane that should 
be used but as most of the residents of the Fairway are old and infirm the ability to walk that 
distance is but a dream and with a lot reliable on public transport the bus stop on both side of the 
road by the entrance of the Fairway prove a hazard when ambling across the road to reach them. 

I frequently have Grandchildren & we struggle to cross the road safely due to the vehicle speed and 
volume of traffic. Please reduce the speed and put in the crossing 

With the vehicles moving fast and plenty of traffic, makes it difficult to cross the road especially 
with my young family. A reduced speed limit and crossing would be a great addition. 

I frequently have Grandchildren & we struggle to cross the road safely due to the vehicle speed and 
volume of traffic. Please reduce the speed and put in the crossing  

For the safety of all residents living in and around the Fairway, a zebra crossing is essential to cross 
the dangerous A259. 

The Fairway is a popular crossing point to access the beach. Cars tend to speed along that stretch 
making it difficult to cross. Older people tend to live in the Fairway and take longer to cross the 
road. I have lived here for almost three years and always thought it could do with a zebra crossing. 

It is simply terrifying trying to cross this road with toddlers. To have a pedestrian right of way here 
100% help to improve the safety of residents. 

We have experienced many dangerous situations, near the Fairway. I have nearly been hit by 
vehicles, even whilst crossing with my children. A reduced speed limit, combined with a zebra 
crossing would provide a legal obligation for road users to be more aware of pedestrians. At 
present, it is exceptionally dangerous; especially for children and the elderly. 
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A crossing by The Fairway is really needed as it can take up to 10 minutes to cross when coming 
from the beach or getting off the bus. And most drivers go faster than 40 miles and there is a lot of 
overtaking on the road too 

many times I have to wait to cross the road I am in my late 70s 
I ride a motorbility scooter and also use a walking stick and find it very difficult to cross the road at 
the end of the fairway, We moved hear because we are at the beginning and on the flat and near bus 
stops but I get very tense when getting off the bus and the Im sure the traffic will not wait for me, 
being so slow to cross. A crossing like up at the end of Dunstable Lane would be great. We watch 
oldies going to catch the bus and with speed of traffic etc an accident is waiting to happen. 

The A259 is becoming a very dangerous road, an accident, or death, waiting to happen. Cars and 
motorbikes breaking the speed limit on a daily basiis. A zebra crossing is essential for crossing the 
road safely, especialy for older, slower, adults and children. Also the Burmarsh stretch with the 
bends and narrow lane needs to be slower. Very tight at times, with large lorries and buses. Also, if 
all the proposed building work gets the green light, then something must be done to make our roads 
safer. 

I live on the fairway and not only do cars speed down the road you also have cars coming out of the 
fairway.it is extremely difficult to cross the road(which is used by many people and a significant 
about being disabled) 

As there is a long stretch of road outside the Fairway Cars & especially Motorcycles do increase 
their speed 

As a user of a mobility aid, I am unable to cross the road at the Fairway, due to the poor condition of 
the road and the speed of the cars. This in effect leaves me housebound as I can no longer use the 
buses as I cannot get across the road. 

I live in the fairway, and regularly have to cross the busy road,to get over to the beach, sometimes 
it's impossible, it would be so much safer with a lower speed limit and zebra crossing. 
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Appendix 2 

EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS BURMARSH CORNER TO TOWER ESTATE ON-LINE COMMENTS 

  

Crossing the road from Kingsway to Martello is extremely dangerous especially if using a mobility scooter. There is 
no path on the Kingsway side and there is no dropped curb on the Martello Tower side. Driving along the A259 on a 
mobility scooter to get to a passing place with a dropped kerbs is particularly hazardous as the exit from Kingsway 
is on a blind bend. Vehicles travelling more than 30 miles an hour suddenly see a mobility scooter and swerve onto 
the other carriageway into on coming traffic. There should be a warning sign before the Kingsway exit onto the 
A259 to indicate a road on the left and to slow down. 

It is very difficult pulling out of tower estate as the traffic comes round the bend by the Martello tower very fast 

Living along the A259 in front of Tower Estate, a 30mph speed limit would certainly help people cross the road. It 
would also help to reduce traffic noise. A speed camera would help to enforce as there are more and more cars 
and motorbikes that use it like a racetrack when they see the straight road ahead of them - day and night. 

Walkers need more room on the paths before there is a pedestrian killed by a lorry or a Bus mirror MAY BE A ROAD 
ISLAND OPOSITE THE WALL STEPS WOULD SLOW THE BIG VEHICLES DOWN AND STOP CARS/ BIKES 
OVERTAKING!!!! 
It would be helpful to have the pavement corner at the top of tower estate moved so that the car wasn't facing 
away when trying to turn left as it projects to the right. Though a lot of problems could be solved if the road was 
opened up the other end and made one way. I really worry about what would happen if anyone ever needed 
emergency service help like fire engines etc on our road as ambulances etc wouldn't be able to get out quickly if 
blocked in. We see it time again with vans etc blocking the street in an emergency it would be a nightmare. And if 
we were able to make it one way and leave the street by the Jehovah building instead with a clear view it would 
make it a lot safer. 

The Sands estate residents find crossing the road to the beach extremely dangerous with bends on the 
Queensway stretch making safe visibility difficult. Many residents are retired and many have young grandchildren. 
At The Kingsway point traffic is gathering speed and there are steep steps to the beach and again very dangerous 
especially for the elderly and young children. 

Also needs a crossing between bur marsh road and tower estate I regularly walk along the path opposite Kingsway 
with my dog to go up the slope to the beach it is a narrow path with heavy vehicles clipping the curb going around 
the bend a reduction in speed is needed. Vehicles come around the bend so quickly it is dangerous to cross a 
crossing somewhere along that part of the road is needed. 

Additional signs to slow traffic coming round curve in road at martello tower as if walking along path you feel cars 
heading straight for you. Also if large vehicle with big wing mirrors they can almost hit your head.!!! Additionally if 
in wheelchair or have buggy you have to go this way as only path with no steps up to beach. 

Vehicles speed around blind bends and are met with a narrow pedestrian path that is regularly used by the public. 
It's an accident waiting to happen. 
IT IS DIFFICULT TO SROSS THE ROAD ON THIS STRETCH OF ROAD BECAUSE OF THE SPEED AND LIMITED 
VISIBILTY BECAUSE OF THE SHARP BENDS ALSO IF DISABLED OR PENSIONER 

We regularly cross the A259 from the Kingsway bridge to Tower 23 pushing our cycles to access the sea wall. The 
40mph speed limit around blind bends means that we have very little time in which to negotiate traffic and cross. 

The speed drivers are going when trying to leave the Sands Estate would be much safer if it was 30mph especially 
around the bends where the views are obscured. 
and further to try to negotiate with KCC to get a crossing near to the Burmarsh Road and Tower Estate area please 
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Crossing the A259 from Queensway bridge is incredibly dangerous when wanting to access the beach, especially 
when grandchildren in tow and using a pram/pushchair (not even a drop down kerb). There are two blind bends 
and you hope traffic slows down enough to let you cross but it's an accident waiting to happen. There have been 
too many accidents along this stretch of road, especially on the bends and it's lucky a pedestrian hasn't been 
killed along that stretch of road. We have lived on the corner of Queensway bridge and since we moved here in 
1988 there have been so many accidents and the bridge has had to be repaired numerous times. 

Bend opposite Martello 23 (lived in Martello) is difficult to cross and should be 30mph!..If you try to cross on the 
Queensway/Sands Estate this is a dangerous thing to do due to bends and cars travelling at 40mph!..Also,no 
dropped curb for push chairs/wheel chairs plus once you cross the pavement is to narrow right on the bend by the 
Martello (especially with HGV's) 

The speed limits are currently too high and the pavements too narrow, especially on the bends out past Burmarsh 
Road towards Hythe. You take your life in tour hands trying to cross the road to get to the sea front - an accident 
waiting to happen. 
The speed drivers are going when trying to leave the Sands Estate would be much safer if it was 30mph especially 
around the bends where the views are obscured. 
I live on the Sands Estate. TN29 0LZ, and find the A259 extremely dangerous when crossing. There is a lot of blind 
corners that hinders drivers from seeing you until very last seconds. The speed drivers and vans travel at is not 
acceptable in my opinion, and I feel a very serious accident, or worse a fatality could happen at any time. 

It is very difficult to cross the A259 with the speed limit at 40, especially for elderly people who are not very mobile 
and young children. We live on the Sands Estate and like to visit the beach regularly but find it dangerous at times 
to cross the road. 
The speed drivers are going when trying to leave the Sands Estate would be much safer if it was 30mph especially 
around the bends where the views are obscured. 
The road is too fast for a residential area. 
Living facing the A259 in Dymchurch & hearing & seeing traffic speeding through I feel that the speed needs to be 
reduced before someone is injured or killed either by motor vehicles or motor bikes. 
Bends by Burmarsh are very dangerous, road is so narrow and even coming towards a bus needs care 

We live in Kingsway & have to cross the A259 daily to walk our dogs. We have had several near misses with the 
speed of some vehicles. Something needs to be done before someone is killed or seriously injured on this road. A 
speed camera would help. 
The traffic goes far too fast through our small village.. the bend in the road at Burmarsh is just waiting for an 
accident to happen.. people cross there to get to the bus stop and the lane to the beach 

It's very dangerous trying to cross the road after getting off the bus at the Tower Estate (despite good visibility) due 
to the volume, speed and also cars overtaking. This section should have some sort of traffic management. 

I live in Lower Sands and regularly cross the road, on my own and also with my grandchildren. It is fast and 
extremely dangerous. Anything that can be done to lower the speed of travel along the road will be a huge relief 
and stop a serious accident happening. 
The traffic on the 259 is extremely fast and makes crossing the road from Kingsway bridge to the steps leading up 
to the sea wall very difficult and dangerous. 
Your proposal. In complete agreement. Long overdue. I would like to bring to attention. The footpath between Pear 
Tree lane. The slip road to the sea wall travelling east. Not fit for purpose overgrown, very narrow. There is going to 
be a fatality accident along that stretch. Traffic approchess from the west at great speed. Suggest who ever is in 
command of this stretch stands at the apex of the bend. experancess being passed by large lorries Busses and 
people speeding. Second point what has happened to the thirty M.P.H. flashing signe situated on the northane 
side of the road west of Youngs Building yard. 
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We have lived on the Sands Estate since 2012. The volume of traffic has significantly increased in recent years. 
Motor bikes routinely speed along sections from Dymchurch past the Tower Estate towards Hythe. There are no 
pedestrians crossings after the New Beach Holiday Park until you get into Dymchurch. Exiting the Sands Estate at 
the Lower Sands exit can be difficult as visibility is limited. With the speed and volume of traffic at that exit. Has 
there been any condensation for installing speed cameras. There are speed restrictions cameras in Hythe and in 
Sandgate. The financial outlay will be recouped from fines. We sincerely hope that the Parish Council is 
successful in discussions with KCC and that improvements for road safety are considered as in neighbouring 
areas. Thank you 

Visibility from the Sands Estate to cross the A259 to the beach is full of danger because of all the bends on this 
part of the road. Speeding traffic makes it impossible to cross the road from this estate of circa 160 properties 
with a mix of elderly and families with young children also grandparents caring for young children who wish to 
enjoy the lovely beach without trepidation. The path is also very narrow along this stretch of road and not suitable 
for wheelchairs or buggies. A KCC HIGHWAYS on site assessment is imperative. 

Drivers are far to fast when trying to cross the road from Lower Sands/Kingsway to the the steps to the beach. 

I feel this stretch of road is particularly dangerous for children travelling to/from secondary school via a bus as 
there is no safe place for them to cross the road. While the speed limit is currently 40mph, many cars travel on this 
stretch of road faster than this, particularly near the Martello tower and some form of traffic calming is necessary. 

The A259 is becoming a very dangerous road, an accident, or death, waiting to happen. Cars and motorbikes 
breaking the speed limit on a daily basiis. A zebra crossing is essential for crossing the road safely, especialy for 
older, slower, adults and children. Also the Burmarsh stretch with the bends and narrow lane needs to be slower. 
Very tight at times, with large lorries and buses. Also, if all the proposed building work gets the green light, then 
something must be done to make our roads safer. 

 

 


