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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of Dymchurch Parish Council to be held at 
the Methodist Church Chapel Road Dymchurch on Tuesday 7th May 2024 at 7pm.  

 

MINUTES 
PRESENT- 
Cllr. D.Young (Chair) Cllr. L. Finch (Vice-Chair)  Cllr. C. Mc Creedy 
Cllr. C. Young  Cllr. M. Wright    Cllr. V. McCreedy 
Cllr. A. Weatherhead Cllr. C. Cooper 
 
Also In attendance: 
Mr J Lawrence, Clerk, Mr A Lawson, Finance and projects officer, District Councillors T. 
Cooper and T. Hills and a member of the public. 
 

1. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR OF DYMCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL 
Cllr. D. Young Proposed by Cllr .C. Young and Seconded by Cllr. C. Cooper 
Cllr. V. Mc Creedy Proposed by Cllr. M. Wright and Seconded by Cllr. C. McCreedy 
 
Votes: Cllr D. Young 5  Cllr. V. McCreedy 3 
 
Cllr. D. Young elected as Chair of Dymchurch Parish Council 2024-2025 
 

2. APOLOGIES.  Members are reminded of the need to tender apologies with the reason for 
absence direct to the Clerk if they are unable to attend. 

 
Cllr. A. Pegler- Extended holiday 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

a. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 
b. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda – any councillors with prejudicial 

interests must leave the room for the relevant items. 
 

Cllr. C. McCreedy declares an interest in any matters regarding the Friends of Dymchurch 
Recreation Ground Charity due to his position as trustee. This declaration will be in force for 
until the next Annual Parish Council meeting. 
 
 

4. PROPOSAL TO ELECT A VICE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL 
Members will decide if they will elect a vice chair of the Council and if so, propose a member 
to hold that office. 
 
Cllr. L. Finch proposed by Cllr. C. Young 
Cllr. V McCreedy proposed by Cllr. M. Wright 
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Votes- Cllr L Finch 4  Cllr. V. Mc Creedy 4 
Using his casting vote the Chair voted for Cllr L. Finch. Therefore Cllr L. Finch was elected as 
Vice Chair of Dymchurch Parish Council for 2024-2025 

 
5. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 8th of  April 

2024. 
 

The previous minutes were proposed for acceptance by Cllr. C. McCreedy and seconded by Cllr. 
V. McCreedy. Minutes then signed by the Chair. 

 
6. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT OF STANDING ORDERS 

Accepted as read by members. 
7. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT  THE CODE OF CONDUCT  

Accepted as read by members. 
 

8. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS FOR THE PARISH 
COUNCIL 
Accepted as read by members. 
 

9. TO RECEIVE PROPOSED DATES FOR COUNCIL, SUBCOMMITTEES AND WORKING 
GROUP MEETINGS 2024-2025. 
The proposed dates were noted by members and will be advertised on village notice boards 
and website. 
 

10. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS TO OTHER COMMITTEES/RESPONSIBLE BODIES 
No changes were made to the membership of the following groups. 

a. Shepway Area Committee and Planning user group Representative 
Cllr. A. Weatherhead 

b. Village Hall Committee 
Cllr. C. Young,Cllr. A. Pegler 

c. Marsh Forum Representative 
Cllr. C. Cooper 

d. Twinning Association Representative 
Cllr. C. Cooper 

 
11. CONFIRMATION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

No changes were made to the membership of the following groups. 
 

a. Assets and Amenities Committee 
Cllr. D. Young, Cllr. V. McCreedy, Cllr. L. Finch, Cllr. M. Wright, Cllr. C. Young 
Cllr. C. McCreedy. 

b. Personnel Committee 
Cllr. D. Young, Cllr. C. McCreedy, Cllr. V. McCreedy, Cllr. C. Young, Cllr. A. 
Weatherhead 

 
12. CONFIRMATION OF MEMBERS OF WORKING GROUPS AND ADVISORY GROUPS 

No changes were made to the membership of the following groups. 
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a. Pavilion Working Group 
Cllr. D. Young, Cllr. M. Wright, Cllr. C. Young, Cllr. C. McCreedy 

b. Beach Advisory Group 
Cllr. D. Young, Cllr.C. McCreedy, Cllr. A. Pegler, Cllr.L Finch 
 

13. FINANCE- 
a. Bank reconciliation. 

No matters raised. 
b. Authorisation of payments 

Payments for authorisation shown at appendix 1. 
c. Review of transactions 

No matters raised. 
d. To authorise expenditure to move town beacon to location agreed at 

previous council meeting. 
The cost for removal and replacing of the Village Beacon was discussed. It was agreed 
that a budget of £500.00 would be authorised to pay for this work which has been 
agreed to be carried out by a volunteer from the village. 
Costs of the hire of machinery and materials would be covered in the suggested budget. 
 

14. TO CONSIDER EXTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 2022-2023 
Noted by members present- No recommendations of areas of concern were raised by the 
external auditors for the previous financial year. 
 
Prior to the following items the Parish Clerk wished to thank Mr Adrian Lawson for 
the preparation of the audit. 
 

15. Audit 2023-2024 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2023-2024 
The annual Governances statements were agreed by Council as true and was signed by the 
Chair of the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk. 
 

16. Audit 2023-2024- ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2023/2024 
The Accounting Statement was approved by the members of the Committee and duly signed 
by the Chair. 
 

17. CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATION AND TO DEAL WITH ANY MATTERS 
ARISING 
Damage (wear and tear) reported to swing at recreation ground- arrangements made to repair. 
Position of wooden bench at toilets raised as concern- Tis has now been moved. 
Initial complaint about position of memorial bench on sea wall has now been positively received 
due to quality and style of the bench. 
 

18. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Members will propose to adjourn the meeting to allow Public Participation-  
Standing Orders provide the opportunity for members of the public to speak at Council 
Meetings- The allotted time for Public Participation is 15 minutes and each person may speak 
for no longer than 3 minutes. This is however, at the discretion of the chair. 
At the end of the Public Participation section the Council meeting will resume. 
 
No matters raised. 
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19.  
20. PLANNING 

 

Reference Address Details Comments 

24/0569/FH 27 St Marys Road, 

Dymchurch, Romney 

Marsh, TN29 0PN 

First floor extension, 

single storey rear 

extension, dormer 

windows to front and 

rear and porch. 

Amended application to 

planning permission 

21/2043/FH. Part 

retrospective. 

No Objections 

Carried 

Unanimously 

24/0110/FH 30 High Knocke, 

Dymchurch, Romney 

Marsh, TN29 0QD 

Extension and 

conversion of garage 

and re-build of rear 

garden room 

No Objections 

Carried 

Unanimously 

 
It was noted that an outline planning application had been submitted for 125 home 
development at Land at High Knocke Farm of Seabourne Way Reference number 
24/0520/FH- This application had arrived too late for a full debate at this Council 
meeting. Therefore, the Parish Council make no comment at this time for or against 
this new proposal. However, in order to gain opinion from our residents and to 
formulate a proper response the Chair called an emergency meeting to be held at 
7pm on the Monday 13th May with a venue to be confirmed by the Parish Clerk. 
 
The meeting was aware of a planning appeal which is ongoing from the same 
developing company for 135 homes at the same location. The result of this appeal 
is not known. Members therefore questioned why, without the result of this appeal, 
the company had put in a new application already. 
 
In order to assist the Council, the Chair with the agreement of the committee 
permitted District Cllr Tony Cooper to speak. 
 
He started by saying that due to his membership of the District Council Planning 
Committee he will not make any comment for or against this application until called 
upon to do so by the Planning Committee. This is to ensure that no accusations of 
predetermination can be made. 
 
Cllr Cooper stated that this morning he had had a Teams meeting and offered the 
following background information. He stated that he had received a letter from the 
developers indicating they would submit a further application for fewer homes. 
Within this letter it stated that the developers had met with the Chief Planning 
Officer and the Leader of the District Council , Jim Martin. 
(The Parish Clerk confirmed that the Council had received the same letter which is 
shown at appendix 2.) 
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Within this letter it indicates that the developers were offered advice by the Chief 
Planning Officer and the Leader “proposing alterations and improvements”  , “to 
make it more acceptable in relation to its impact on the open countryside and the 
sense of openness that characterises the area. 
 
Cllr. Cooper suggested options- 1 To refuse the application, 2 To ensure that the 
matter is called into the Planning Committee and 3. Should the application be 
approved to then engage with the developers to ensure that the village profit 
through additional infrastructure. 
 
The following comments were raised by members- 
Cllr. V. McCreedy  raised concerns over what type of screening would be used to for 
the development as this is mentioned in the letter already received. 
Cllr. M. Wright raised a question about the meeting of the Leader of the Council with 
the developers as to whether this was an official meeting and if so, can we see the 
transcript of this meeting. 
Cllr. A. Weatherhead raised concerns about the meeting held with the Leader of the 
Council citing District Councils housing targets and was this development a 
potential trade off for the loss of housing at Princes Parade. 
 
The Clerk advised members he would take advice on the impact of the alleged 
interactions of the Leader of the District Council with the Developers. 
The Clerk will also arrange for the emergency meeting on Monday 13th May to 
encourage members of the public to attend. 
 
 

21. TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS FROM RECENT HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
REVIEW. 

 
Item adjourned. 
 

22. TO CONSIDER MEMORIAL BENCH APPLICATION 
 

Having considered the application for a memorial bench to be installed on the sea 
wall in the area opposite the entrance to New Beach, members were in full support 
of this application. 
 

23. DATE OF NEXT MEETING-7pm Monday 3rd  June 2024  to be held at the Parish 
Council Offices Orgarswick Avenue 

 
 

Noted 
 
There being no further business the meeting was close at 2125 hrs. 
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Appendix 1- Finance Items for Payment 
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Appendix 2- Letter from Developers for High Knocke Farm 
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