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Members of Dymchurch Parish Council are summoned to a meeting 
of the Parish Council to be held at 7pm on Monday 1st June 2026, at 
the Parish Council Offices, Orgarswick Avenue, Dymchurch 

MINUTES 

 

Present: 

Cllr. L. Finch (Chair)  Cllr. D. Young  Cllr. C. Young 

Cllr. A. Pegler  Cllr. M. Wright  Cllr. C. Cooper 

Also inattendance 

Mr. J Lawrence (Clerk) Mr. A. Lawson (Projects and Finance) 

Deana Coker (Chair Friends of Dymchurch Recreation Ground Charity) 

District Councillor Tony Hills 

 

1. APOLOGIES 
Members are reminded to tender apologies for absence directly to the Clerk if they 
are unable to attend. Members will confirm acceptance of the reasons for absence. 

Cllr. C. McCreedy 

Cllr. V. McCreedy 

Cllr. A. Weatherhead 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
a. To disclose any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 
b. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda – any councillors with 
prejudicial interests must leave the room for those relevant items. 

No declarations 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 5th May 2026 , to be agreed upon by the 
members present. 

The minutes were agreed as correct and signed by the chair. 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Members will propose to adjourn the meeting to allow Public Participation. 
Standing Orders provide the opportunity for members of the public to speak at 
Council meetings. The allotted time for Public Participation is 15 minutes, and each 
person may speak for no longer than 3 minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. 
At the end of the Public Participation section, the Council meeting will resume. 
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Item 13  was heard here, see below 

5. INVITED SPEAKERS REPORTS 

District Cllr. Tony Hills commented on the following matters: 

 See the end of the minutes for his report. 

 It was commented that little has been heard from our Kent County Council 
representative. It was agreed that the Chair would write to him to remind him of his open 
invitation to attend or update Dymchurch Parish Council on County matters 

6. TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE IN CIRCULATION 

1.  Day of Syn Society  

From: Merlin Redding, Chairman, Day of Syn Society  

• Thanks, the Council for its grant support towards the Day of Syn event.  

• States the event could not go ahead without this kind of support.  

• Will share the events list once the grant is finalised.  

• Extends an invitation to Council members to attend the Day of Syn events over the  

weekend.  

NOTED  

2.  Kent Ramblers  

From: Robert Peel, Area Secretary, Kent Ramblers  

• Invites the Council to send a representative to a volunteer meeting focused on  

protecting public rights of way across Kent (including Medway, Bexley and Bromley).  

• The meeting will be held at Lenham Community Centre (ME17 2QT) on Thursday 18  

June.  

• Notes that solar farm applications are presenting particular challenges to the rights of  

way network at present.  

• No charge to attend; a light lunch will be provided.  

• Anyone wishing to attend should contact Tony Bristow at  

prow.seminars@kentramblers.org.uk with name, parish/town and any dietary  

requirements by 11 June.  

NOTED 

3.  KCC Road Safety & Active Travel Group – Virtual Seminar  

From: KCC Road Safety & Active Travel Group (RSATG)  

• Following a successful in-person seminar in April, a virtual version covering the same  

The content is being held for those who could not attend.  
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• The seminar is aimed at Parish and Town Councils, County Members, KALC, Kent  

Police and Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) representatives.  

• It aims to give a broader overview of how RSATG, Highways & Transportation teams  

and Kent Police collaborate on road safety matters beyond the HIP process.  

• The seminar will cover: – Safety cameras and the Kent and Medway Safety Camera 
Partnership – Speed Watch (presented by Kent Police) – Speed and collision data – The 
work of the Highway Improvements Team – School Travel Plans, School Streets, 
Bikeability and Walk Once a Week – Road safety campaigns and education – Active 
travel schemes, initiatives and funding  

• The seminar is on Thursday, 9 July 2026, via MS Teams, starting at 9.30 am.  

• All Clerks and Parish Councillors are welcome.  

NOTED 

4.  South Brooks Solar Farm – Phase Two Public Consultation  

From: Rebecca, South Brooks Solar Farm  

• Public consultation on updated plans for South Brooks Solar Farm begins Thursday 28  

May 2026 and runs until 11:59 pm on Thursday, 9 July 2026.  

• Consultation materials (booklet, questionnaire, Preliminary Environmental 
Information)  

will be available at www.southbrookssolarfarm.co.uk from 28 May.  

• A series of public exhibition events will be held at venues in the area: – Thursday 11 
June, 1–5pm – Lydd Community Hall, Romney Marsh TN29 9HU – Friday 12 June, 4:30–
8:30pm – St Peter’s Church, Greatstone TN28 8RG – Saturday 13 June, 11am–3pm – 
Maude Community Centre, New Romney TN28 8LQ – Friday 3 July, 4–7pm – Camber 
Memorial Hall TN31 7RJ – Saturday 4 July, 11am–3pm – Lydd Community Hall TN29 9HU  

• A programme of evening webinars (6–7pm via Zoom) on key topics including water  

resources, transport, landscape, battery safety, soils and ecology are also running  

through the consultation period.  

• Printed materials are available at Romney Marsh Community Hub, New Romney and  

Rye Library.  

• Feedback can be submitted via the online questionnaire, by email to  

info@southbrookssolarfarm.co.uk or by post to South Brooks Solar Farm, FREEPOST  

SEC NEWGATE UK LOCAL.  

• A Development Consent Order application is expected to be submitted in early 2027. 

It was agreed that this matter will be reviewed by members prior to the next Parish 
Council meeting, with a view to responding to the consultation 
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5. An email had been received regarding an accident involving a young child and a pedal 
cycle on the lower wall at the seafront. 

The following comments were made, and actions agreed upon. 

• There are no enforceable laws in respect of cycling on footpaths, etc. 
• There are signs requesting cyclists to dismount on the upper wall, but they are 

worn. 
• There are no substantial signs to indicate to riders not to use the lower path. 

It was agreed that additional signage would be placed in prominent locations to 
encourage riders to take care or dismount in busy areas. Cllr. Hills indicated that the 
District Council would be signing on the surface/footpath of the wall. 

 

6. A resident has highlighted the issues of farmers not clearing official footpaths through 
fields in the Parish. 

The clerk was instructed to write to the Public Rights of Way Team and include KCC 
Council member. 

7. TO CONSIDER INTERNAL AUDITORS' REPORT 2025-2026 

It was noted that there were no recommendations from the Internal Auditor 

8. ANNUAL AUDIT -TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE 
STATEMENT 2025-2026 

Noted by members and signed by the Chair of the meeting and the Parish Clerk 

9. ANNUAL AUDIT- TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2025-
2026 

Noted and approved by members present and signed by the Chair. 

10. PLANNING-  

No planning applications at the time of publishing agenda 

11. CHAIRS UPDATE 
• Reported numerous potholes around the Parish. 
• Has received reports about the clearance of dykes in the Sands Estate. The Chair 

will bring this up with the Internal Drainage Board in his capacity as a member of 
that board. 

• Concerns being raised about the number of lorries being parked along the 
boundary of New Beach and Beverley Gardens- a call to the management 
helped to get the vehicles moved. 

• Highlighted that he had noted that New Beach was being sold, and concerns 
were being raised about the current planning applications around drainage and 
landscaping. It was confirmed that the applications will be going ahead, and the 
sale is in relation to financial management rather than a change in operation. 

12. CLERKS UPDATE 
•  Martello Carpark barrier has been reported. It was mentioned that both height 

barriers are now open. This will be reported to the District Council. 



5 
 

• Concerns about coaches being banned from the main District Council are being 
resolved. It was noted that the signage states "no commercial vehicles." The 
District Council will make this clearer. But the main message is that coaches are 
not banned. 

• Beach Entertainment has been confirmed for 2026. 
• The burnt-out scooter has been reported at the Martello Carpark. 
• Beach water quality signs are updated on a regular basis by Mr Lawson. 
• The electric charging point agreement with KCC for the Village Hall car park has 

been signed and returned on behalf of the Parish. 
• The damaged Art Installations on the seawall by New Beach Holiday Park on the 

A259 has been reported. 
 
No other matters raised by members. 

 
13. FRIENDS OF DYMCHURCH RECREATION GROUND- UPDATE 

Deana Coker gave an update on the current progress with the new pavilion, showing 
plans for the proposed building. 
Currently, the costings for the building are being put together by a quantity surveyor.  
It is hoped that at the next meeting the architect will come along to give more details on 
progress. 
 

14. SEAWATER QUALITY UPDATE- CLLR.D.YOUNG 
Cllr. Young has attended two meetings on behalf of the Parish- 
The first, at Sunny Sands, was attended by many people and dignitaries, and the second 
was at the Varne Boat Club. He reported that people are raging about the quality. It was 
clear from his engagement that people agree that it does not matter which government 
is in power; nothing will change until the Water Companies are brought into line. The 
water companies are blaming the contamination on human excrement. 
It was noted that, even with the no-swim advisory notices, many people were swimming 
during the recent hot weather. 
It was noted that, on a positive note, John Mealy has now returned to our area on behalf 
of Southern Water- He has always been very approachable. 
Cllr. Young raised a point that, although there were no swim advisories, the district 
council have seen fit to issue licences for the windsurf school to operate in the 
contaminated water. 
He reported that the Environment Agency will now be testing year-round. 
The most recent readings were reviewed, and it was noted that they are already higher 
than last year. 
 

15. HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLANS UPDATE- CLLR.V.MCCREEDY 
Cllr. McCreedy was not present this month. 
 

16. MEMBERS UPDATES 
Cllr. Cooper attended the Health and Wellbeing meeting in New Romney. She reported 
that the plans for the new Health Centre are progressing. New Romney Town Council is 
to donate land to the Integrated Care Board for this purpose. 
The establishment of this centre will allow people to attend for diagnostic procedures, 
and there will also be the facility to have appointments with consultants online from the 
local surgery in Dymchurch, as they will all be linked. 
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17. ILLEGAL PARKING DYMCHURCH- to consider recent parking issues in the Parish 

and identify solutions 
The clerk informed members that he had been in contact  with parking services to 
confirm their powers- 

• They can enforce anywhere there are yellow lines, and this includes parking on 
verges where there are lines, as the carriageway boundaries end at the verges. 

• They cannot enforce on verges where there are no parking restrictions indicated 
by lines. 

• They do not have designated powers to tow vehicles as they manage 
enforcement of the Highways on behalf of the County Council. 

• They confirmed they have increased coverage during the summer, particularly in 
the Coastal areas. They highlighted, however, that they cannot be everywhere at 
all times.  

• Legislation can only be enforced by a trained civil enforcement officer, which 
limits how enforcement can be delivered. 
 
The parking services were asked how they could be given powers to enforce on 
verges where there were no lines, and the Parish Council has been advised to 
identify roads where verge parking is an issue and send these to the District 
Council's Highways manager to consider being included at the next 
Transportation Board meeting. 
 
The issue of coverage was questioned, as members felt no warning had been 
given during the very busy bank holiday weekend, when parking was horrendous. 
 
It was suggested that perhaps a local farmer could open a field to assist with the 
parking. 
 
It was also suggested that local people could be trained to enforce in our area 
during the summer period. 
 
It was agreed that members will consider the streets they wish to be considered 
for verge parking enforcement for a decision at the next meeting. 
 
The clerk was instructed to ask for some data about how often the wardens 
attended the parish. 
 

18. TO CONSIDER CHANGES TO PARKING FEES IN VILLAGE HALL CARPARK TO ALLOW 
30 MINUTES FREE PARKING 
 

After the discussion, it was proposed that no changes be made to the current 
charging structure. 
 
Vote- Unanimous 

 
The service road was raised as an issue because vehicles are being parked there. The 
service road is private land and used by some residents to pass and repass to reach 
their properties. 
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It had previously been agreed that the council would issue advisory notices on offending 
vehicles and that, if the situation worsened significantly, civil enforcement would be 
considered. 
 
It was requested that an agenda item be added to discuss this matter next month. 
 

19. FINANCE 
a. Breakdown of expenditure/income since the last meeting. 
 
It was noted that funding for the climbing wall had been secured and that it would be 
installed on 1 July. Members will meet to confirm the wall's location within the 
recreation ground. 
 
b. Authorisation of Payments – Members will review the list of invoices for payment 
and identify two Councillors to authorise the payments online. 
Noted 
 
c.  i. To consider the purchase of an electric Bike and trailer, and a bike store for 
Parish Groundsman and Council staff. 
It was proposed to allocate a budget of £2500 for the purchase of an electric bike, trailer, 
storage, and ancillary equipment. 
 
ii. To consider the purchase of an external drinking fountain and bottle refill to 
replace the tap at the rear of Kiosk Seawall. 
The reason for making this change is due to how the tap is being used, which is mainly 
for feet washing and removal of sand. Currently the area is being left covered in sand 
and requires sweeping often. Public showers are already provided at the rear of the toilet 
block on the seawall. 
 
District Councillor Tony Hills offered to assist with the funding for this installation. It was 
agreed that further research will be carried out to ascertain drainage before making a 
final decision. 
 
 
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
6th July 2026- Parish Council Offices 
 
 
 
 
 
Report from District Councillor Tony Hills 
 Tony Hills F&H DC member for the Romney Marsh Ward.  
Dymchurch Report for the June meeting  
Matters I have been engaged with, Romney Marsh ward.  
Water Quality  
I’m chasing officers at F&H DC to move at pace on the motion passed recently on  
water quality improvement. The EA water testing started again this month I will be  
monitoring it on a weekly basis. I have checked the first two results on the .gov  
website for bathing water quality. Sadley this is the worst start in five years for  
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Dymchurch, let’s hope this improves. At the recent ‘water users meeting’ at the Varne  
Boat Club, Southern Water supplied an immense amount of data, we were informed  
that the spend in the district will increase from £11 million to £42 million over the next  
five years but I can’t see how that will help Dymchurch this year. Regrettably the EA  
was not present, this is not acceptable, I will take this up with the EA.  
Solar Farms  
The second round of consultations have started with the ‘South Brookes’ scheme a  
‘webinar’ was held last week to give an overview of the consultation process.  
https://southbrookssolarfarm.co.uk/  
I will attend the meetings, it appears at first glance that there have been substantive  
changes, I will report back.  
Unitary Councils  
Again, as last month we are still awaiting the decision from Government on which  
direction will be taken, it shouldn’t be long now, once announced F&H DC are ready  
to swing into action and the real work will begin.  
Sea defences  
I’m still Chasing for a site meeting with the EA and NE to look at the Shoreline  
Management Plan No. 11 to get it changed to ‘Hold the line’ for section 4C-14. I took  
our MP down to Galloways to get his support for the ’Hold the line’ change. If a ‘set  
back sea defence would be required under the current plan it could cost 50 million  
pounds. I think our MP now has a better idea of the real scale of flood threat to the  
Romney Marsh.  
Climate Change  
I was very pleased to hear from KCC the good news that funding had been agreed  
by the Southern Region Flood & Coast Committee to finance over two years a ‘deep  
dive’ on how we can protect the Romney Marsh against more extreme weather and  
rising sea levels.  
Concerns over the ‘mud’  
I have had disturbing reports from local people who are sinking into the mud. From  
Dymchurch to Greatstone reports of more sinking mud than usual. So, F&H DC is to  
place warning signs where the public access the beach.  
Problems with cyclists  
On Saturday 23rd of May a two year old child was hit on the seawall by a cycle.  
Thankfully the child had no broken bones but suffered possible concussion. I will  
speak to F&H to see if we can what can be done to make the sea wall safer for all.      
Tony Hills, F&H District councillor for Romney Marsh Ward. Home Telephone  
01797 321246 Mobile 07860 295730  
 
       


