Minutes of Dymchurch Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday
6" July 2026, at the Parish Council Offices, Orgarswick Avenue,
Dymchurch

MINUTES
PRESENT
Cllr. L. Finch (Chair) Cllr. C. McCreedy (Vice Chair) Cllr. C. Cooper
Cllr. D. Young Cllr. V. McCreedy Cllr. C. Young
In attendance
Mr. J. Lawrence- Parish Clerk Mr. A. Lawson (projects and finance)

District Councillor Tony Hills

1. APOLOGIES
Members are reminded to tender apologies for absence directly to the Clerk
if they are unable to attend. Members will confirm acceptance of the
reasons for absence.

Cllr. A. Weatherhead
Clr. A. Pegler
Cllr. M. Wright

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a. To disclose any personal interests in items on the agenda and their
nature.
b. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda —any
councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room for those relevant
items.

No declarations received.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 1% June 2026 , to be agreed upon by
the members present.

Agreed by those present and signed by the chair.

4. CHAIR'S UPDATE

e Attended Civic Service at New Romney representing Dymchurch



e Corresponding with Hythe Town Council regarding access from
Dymchurch along the beach at the Hythe Ranges which is blocked to
pedestrians. Further updates will follow in the future

e Continues to work for residents at the border of New beach Holiday
camp due to ongoing issues with vehicles parking and affecting
quality of life of residents. Contact has been made with
management and vehicles are moved, but he continues to press for
the vehicles not to be parked there in the first place.

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC QUESTIONS
Members will propose to adjourn the meeting to allow Public Participation.
Standing Orders provide the opportunity for members of the public to speak
at Council meetings. The allotted time for Public Participation is 15 minutes,
and each person may speak for no longer than 3 minutes, at the discretion
of the Chair.
At the end of the Public Participation section, the Council meeting will
resume.

6. INVITED SPEAKERS' REPORTS
See District Cllrs reports at end of these minutes.

7. TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE IN
CIRCULATION

1. Litter at Tesco Express, Dymchurch A resident has raised concerns about
litter

accumulation around Tesco Express, noting that the existing bin is inadequate
for the volume of waste generated by visitors and regularly overflows. The
resident praised store staff but asked the council to consider measures to
address the litter problem.

The clerk was instructed to write to the management of the local store.

2. Vehicle Speed on High Street (Tesco end) A resident has raised road safety
concerns

regarding excessive vehicle speeds on the stretch of High Street near Tesco,
particularly

involving motorcyclists, before reaching the Martello tower car park. The
resident cited a recurring motorcyclist as an example and expressed concern
about the risk of a serious accident, especially given the increased seasonal use
of the area by pedestrians and families.

The clerk was instructed to contact Kent Police regarding speeding concerns
when leaving the village toward St Mary’s Bay.

3. Correspondence Regarding Pride Flag at Fire Station A resident has written to
express



objection to the Pride flag currently displayed outside the village fire station,
stating that they and others they have spoken with consider it unsuitable for
display in the village. The correspondent requested that the flag be removed and
that the fire station be informed of this view, suggesting an alternative flag
representing the fire service. The correspondent framed the request around
concerns for the character of the village and its suitability for families.

The clerk informed members that this matter had been passed to Kent Fire and
Rescue Service to deal directly with the author of the email.

4. Parking Concerns, St Mary's Road/Marshlands Junction A resident visited the
office to raise concerns about parking on St Mary's Road, expressing
dissatisfaction with the council's response to the issue. She argued that the
proposed road markings at the St Mary's Road/Marshlands junction would not
resolve the problem, as vehicles continue to park indiscriminately along the
roads, obstructing driveways and footpaths.

Noted by members- This matter is part of a wider debate on parking in the village
which is covered later in these minutes. Additional restrictions are being sought.

5. Request for 20mph Zone and Crossing Improvements A visitor to the office
requested that the speed limit through the main high street be reduced to
20mph to slow traffic. She also raised concerns about the zebra crossing near
Tesco, reporting that drivers frequently fail to stop for pedestrians, and

suggested it be replaced with traffic lights.

The Clerk was instructed to add these matters to the Highways Improvement
Plan for a meeting later in the year. In addition, members considered that the
introduction of rumble strips leading to the Zebra Crossing at Tesco may

encourage drivers to slow down.

8. PLANNING-
REF NO LOCATION DETAILS Comments
26/0830/FH/CON | Martello Tower Approval of details The council
Number 25, pursuant to objects to this
Dymchurch Road, conditions 5 (written | application,
Dymchurch scheme of citing the
investigation) & 10 comments
(drainage) of made by the
planning permission | Environment
25/1442/FH. Agency, who
raised
concerns.
26/0898/FH 16 Seabourne Way, | Lawful development | Noted
Dymchurch, certificate
(proposed) for the



https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/detail/a1nbH00000jI0CtQAK?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/detail/a1nbH00000joo9WQAQ?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register

Romney Marsh extension to an
TN29 0PX existing dropped
kerb onto an
unclassified road.

26/0933/FH/CON | New Beach Holiday | Approval of details Noted
Village, 133 Hythe pursuant to

Road, Dymchurch, | conditions 3

TN29 0JX (construction
method statement), 5
(foul & surface

waters), & 9 (BNG
Plan) of planning
permission
25/2297/FH.
26/0814/FH Dymchurch Variation of condition | No objections
Caravan Park, St 3 of planning
Marys Road, permission
Dymchurch, SH/80/1270 to allow
Romney Marsh, the use of the holiday
TN29 OPW caravan park all year
round.

9. MEMBERS UPDATES
Cllr. C. Cooper
Attended public consultation about South Brookes Solar Farm- See item 16 for
details.
Cllr. C. McCreedy
e Attended Mayor Making Ceremony at New Romney representing the
Parish
e Reported on a successful twinning association visit at Salbris
e Reported that the flowers at the circular bench at the main toilets had
been pulled out. Cllr. McCreedy has replaced them

Clr. V. McCreedy

e Attended Mayor Making Ceremony at New Romney
e Reported on a successful twinning association visit at Salbris

10. CLERKS UPDATE

e Electric bike and trailer have been purchased for use by Council staff.

e Working with a resident to highlight the issues of farmers not clearing
footpaths across fields, especially on the eastern side of the village
towards Burmarsh.

e Parking warning notices have been issued to vehicles parking on Council
land. This has resulted in some owners of these vehicles purchasing a
parking permit for the village hall car park.

e Invoices for the repairs to the private service road have been sent.



https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/detail/a1nbH00000jyM7DQAU?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register

One Beach Warden has been employed for this season. The number of
applications fell this year, which was disappointing.

In order to provide more coverage for illegal parking in the Parish, a
request has been made by Folkestone and Hythe District Council to use
the Parish Council Offices as a base to save travelling back and forth to
Folkestone, thereby losing time within our area.

11. FRIENDS OF DYMCHURCH RECREATION GROUND- UPDATE
Clr.C. McCreedy reported.

Structural Engineer is now on board and it is hoped that a cost for
construction will be available soon which will enable the Charity to start
applying for grants.

After a question from another member, he confirmed that meetings take
place once a month and all Parish Councillors are welcome to attend.
He confirmed he will ask for the latest minutes to be published.

12. SEAWATER QUALITY UPDATE- CLLR.D.YOUNG

There have been no meetings since his last report.

Stated that Southern Water will be giving training for water testing using
what he believes to be the Floridian Tests. The training will take place at
the Varne Boat Club on Thursday 7" July- Cllr. C. McCreedy stated he
would try and attend.

13. HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLANS UPDATE- CLLR.V.MCCREEDY

A message has been received from the Highways Improvement Officer
from Kent County Council stating that the warning signs for pedestrians
will be ordered after September 30", due to how funding works.

The results of the informal consultation for parking restrictions at East
Bridge Road and St Mary’s Road have been submitted. This will now be
put forward for consideration, and a formal consultation process will
take place.

14. ANPR CONTROLLED VILLAGE HALL CARPARK- PROPOSAL
To consider moving to an ANPR-controlled car park with Your Parking Space.

Members considered a proposal from YourParkingSpace to introduce an ANPR-
controlled parking management system at the Village Hall car park. The
proposalincluded the installation of new parking equipment, enforcement
management, and the potential use of technology such as vehicle registration
recognition and QR code payments.

Members were advised that the system could provide greater flexibility in
managing parking arrangements, including different charging periods and
annual parking permits. However, concerns were raised regarding the cost
implications, the proposed management arrangements, cash handling,



payment options, and how exemptions for disabled badge holders would
operate.

Members noted that the proposal could involve an annual contract cost of
approximately £1,200 over a five-year period, together with a percentage
management fee based on income generated. It was also noted that further
clarification was required regarding the full costs, revenue-sharing
arrangements, and practical implementation of the system.

Resolved: That further information be obtained before any final decision is
made. Members agreed in principle that the system could be considered,
provided that it did not result in any additional cost to the Parish Council.

15. HANDRAIL INSTALLATION MAIN SLIPWAY
To consider installation of a handrail at location
During discussion, Members noted that an alternative
accessible route is available immediately to the left of the
Memorial Garden, providing access to the same location by
means of an existing handrail and a path without steps.
Following consideration, a vote was taken on the proposal to
install a handrail on the main slipway pathway.
Vote:
For-1
Against-5
Resolved: That the proposal to install a handrail along the
main slipway pathway be not approved.

16. SOUTH BROOKS SOLAR FARM- Phase Two Public
Consultation.
To consider response to public consultation- closing date 9"
July.

The Clerk advised Members that the consultation closing date
had been extended to 16 July. Members considered the
consultation documents previously circulated together with a
draft response prepared on behalf of the Council.

During discussion, Members expressed the view that, rather
than large-scale solar installations, greater consideration
should be given to smaller-scale renewable energy
developments, including modular nuclear reactors alongside
smaller solar schemes, in order to reduce the impact on the
landscape, protect the local environment, and minimise the
loss of agricultural and grazing land.

Resolved: That the draft consultation response be approved,
subject to the inclusion of Members' additional comments, and
that the Clerk submit the final response on behalf of the Parish
Council.



17.

18.

GRASS VERGE ENFORCEMENT

To consider areas for grass verge parking enforcement

Members considered an invitation from Folkestone and Hythe District Council
to identify locations where grass verge parking is causing issues, with any
agreed proposals to be submitted to the Transport Board for inclusion in a future
Traffic Regulation Order.

Members noted that Dymchurch experiences significant seasonal visitor
numbers, resulting in widespread parking pressures and frequent parking on
grass verges throughout the Parish. In view of the scale of the issue, Members
considered that Dymchurch should be treated as a special case.

Resolved: That the Parish Council request that the whole of Dymchurch Parish
be designated as a no verge parking area, enabling enforcement action to be
taken where vehicles are parked on grass verges.

Proposed: Cllr. D. Young

Seconded: Cllr. C. Cooper

Vote:

For-4

Against-2

Carried

The Clerk was instructed to write to the Highways Manager at Folkestone and
Hythe District Council requesting that the proposal be progressed.

SEASONAL OVERFLOW PARKING
To consider locations in Dymchurch where overflow parking could be
considered to alleviate unlawful on-road parking within the village.

Members considered potential locations within Dymchurch where temporary
overflow parking could be provided to help alleviate unlawful on-road parking
during periods of high visitor demand.

It was recognised that any such provision could be operated by private
landowners, who may choose to levy a charge for parking. Members
emphasised that the purpose of the proposal was to help address the village's
seasonal parking pressures rather than to generate income for the Parish
Council.

The Clerk advised that land may be used for temporary parking for up to 28 days
in any calendar year without the need for planning permission, and that these
days do not need to be consecutive.

Following discussion of a number of potential sites, Members agreed that the
Clerk should approach the owner of land adjoining St Mary's Road, which has
previously been used for events, to establish whether they would be willing to
consider providing seasonal overflow parking.

Resolved: That the Clerk contact the landowner to discuss the proposal.
Proposed: Cllr. C. McCreedy

Seconded: Cllr. L. Finch



19.

20.

Vote:
For-5
Against -1

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS REQUIREMENT 2026

Members considered whether any changes were required to the Christmas
lighting arrangements for the village for the forthcoming festive period.

The Clerk advised Members that the structural testing certification for the lamp
posts used to support the Christmas lighting was due to expire this year and that
the relevant posts would require stress testing to ensure they remain suitable for
use.

Resolved: That no changes be made to the existing Christmas lighting
arrangements and that the Clerk arrange for the required stress testing of the
relevant lamp posts.

FINANCE

a. Breakdown of expenditure/income since the last meeting.

No matters raised

b. Authorisation of Payments - Members will review the list of invoices for
payment and identify two Councillors to authorise the payments online.

PAYEE Details Amount
Coleman Grass Cutting 710.00
Finding Fitness Climbing Wall 10170.00
FHDC Enforcement 248.57
Veolia Waste Disposal 50.88
Quick Chill Freezer Repair 99.00
Crown Estate Trading Rights Rent 753.75
Crown Estate Foreshore rent 350.00

c. To consider items for authorisation- To be introduced at the meeting.

No additional matters raised

21.To resolve that, under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to

Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting due
to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

Agreed

22. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM-To consider fair charges for rear access licences at

Bulls Field Carpark Private Road.
The Clerk advised Members that a number of residents currently hold annual
licences permitting access across the Council-owned service road to the rear of
their properties. Members were also reminded that five adjoining properties have



legal rights of access over the land, with their title deeds requiring them to
contribute a fair proportion towards the cost of maintaining the roadway.

It was noted that, although all licence holders currently pay the same annual fee,
the original charges were intended to reflect the level of use made of the access.
For example, some licence holders use the route solely on foot, whereas others
regularly access their properties by vehicle.

Following discussion, Members agreed that the Clerk should, in the first
instance, seek to negotiate revised licence fees with those licence holders
whose use of the access is greatest, with the aim of introducing a fairer charging
structure based on usage. Should agreement not be reached, the Clerk was
authorised to seek legal advice on the options available to the Council.

Members agreed that the objective of the review is to ensure that licence charges
more accurately reflect the extent of use, provide a fair contribution towards
future maintenance of the roadway, and reduce the financial burden currently
borne by those property owners whose title deeds require them to contribute to
repair costs.

23.DATE OF NEXT MEETING - 7*" September 2026

Noted

Tony Hills F&H DC member for the Romney Marsh Ward.
Dymchurch Report for the July meeting

Matters | have been engaged with, Romney Marsh ward.

Water Quality

The first seven Environment Agency tests for our local beaches have shown a lack of
improvement. This is of great concern to me. At the meeting last week with the EA, |
have asked for a meeting to investigate and develop a strategy for our beaches.

Here are the questions and answers | put at the last council meeting.

From Councillor Hills to Councillor J Martin, Leader of the Council and Cabinet
Member for Otterpool Park and Planning Policy

Could the Leader please tell the council what strategy has been agreed with the
Environment Agency regarding improving our bathing water quality for our local
beaches of Dymchurch St Marys Bay and Littlestone? One month into the current
testing program, the results look more challenging than last year.

ANSWER:
Thank you for the question, Clir Hills.



There is close attention being given to the water quality testing results as they are
released by the Environment Agency. You describe the results so far as ‘challenging’
compared to last year; and there have been some good results, but also some
worrying results, notably the first test result for the newly designated Sandgate
Granville Parade. However, | think it is still too early in the season to draw any
conclusions from the results received so far.

In terms of our strategy to improve bathing water quality, we work not only with the
Environment Agency but also with Southern Water and other stakeholders like the
Inland Drainage Board. | have discussed before what this involves but | am happy to
summarise again and provide a further update.

In terms of its designated bathing waters, the council’s overall objective is to protect
the ratings of our good bathing waters and to improve the ratings of those currently
designated as ‘poor’ or ‘satisfactory’.

To do this there are four main actions —

1. Testing — To encourage both the EA and Southern Water to extend their out of
season testing programme to help identify problems in advance of the bathing
season. During the bathing water season itself, to encourage the EA to carry out
testing in a wider range of locations, many inland, to help locate problems before
they impact on the bathing waters.

2. Investigation/Remediation — To push the EA to investigate testing spikes (for
example as occurred in September last year) and any reported concerns related to
the operation of wastewater treatment plants and other facilities. To also provide
support through our Environmental Protection Team to assist in the investigation of
misconnections and any other potential causes of contamination like leaking
cesspits.

3. Engagement — This involves at an operational level, council officers engaging with
the Environment Agency and Southern Water as part of a technical group that meets
reqularly throughout the year to monitor test results and ongoing actions. In terms of
public engagement, to arrange regular public meetings with attendance from
Southern Water and the Environment Agency so that the public can hear and
question directly what is happening locally.

4. Investment — To lobby on behalf of the district, DEFRA, the government generally
and Southern Water for greater investment in our local water infrastructure. In this
regard we have had some success with the recently announced £42m investment
plan by Southern Water for improvements within our district.

Finally, if the opportunity arises through improved test results at either Littlestone or
Dymchurch we will actively press for a ‘step change’ reassessment of the water
quality rating but as mentioned it is still too early in the season to speculate on this
outcome.

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION:

I know you're doing awful lot of work on this, I'm not blaming you, but | do feel that
the first five tests taken for our three beaches on Romney Marsh are worse than last
year, and by the time we find out it's really bad, it would be too late to do anything
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about it, because they'll already decide what rating we're going to have for next year,
and they'll tell us in December, but they've already decided by October. I've got a
meeting tomorrow, as you know, with the Environment Agency. Are you happy for me
to ‘put the boot in’?

ANSWER:
Yeah, very pleased, do proceed, Councillor Hills!

Just to tell you that you may recall, I've sometimes talked about the group of county
and district councils in the south of England, that initially came together with a view
of taking legal action against Southern Water, but we were put off by Ofwat. We're
meeting on, | think it's the 2nd of July. This is organised by Wealdon District Council
and Lawrence Godson, the Chief Executive of Southern Water will be present and |
have laid my question already, | have an open invitation to Lawrence to come and
swim off of Dymchurch beach. This is a statement he made when giving evidence in
Medway that he would be happy to swim off of any of the beaches in his area so I've
constantly been inviting him to Dymchurch but we'll see if he turns up.

Last week | had a meeting with Sally Harvey regional head of the EA concerning sea
defences. | took the opportunity to raise my concerns that we don’t have a strategy
on finding solutions to poor water quality on our beaches. Sally said that she would
consider my request.

Solar Farms

F&H DC had a presentation to councillors last week by South Brooks Solar Farm
scheme. As | said | have not met one person who wants this, it is being imposed
upon our RM community...and we are being told to ‘suck it up’! We are putting a
motion to council concerning the cumulative effect of so many proposed solar farms.

Unitary Councils

We should hear in the next couple of weeks, | can’t stress how important this is. |
have called this into the Overview & Scrutiny to see the next steps that the council is
taking.

Concerns over the ‘mud’ We now have
warning signs from Dymchurch to Lade.

Problems with cyclists | have
chased this, but we are now in the holiday season...| will keep on.
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Tony Hills, F&H District councillor for Romney Marsh Ward. Home Telephone
01797 321246 Mobile 07860 295730
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