Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
EB6.5 million: or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2024/25

1. Every smaller authority in England that either recaived @ross income or incumed gross expanditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year In accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be complated by the authority's internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returmed to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2025.

4. An autherity with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
raquasting a limited assurance review, must retumn to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:
= the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
* 8 bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025
* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
= notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
= Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor wiil

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report
and Certificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish:

= MNotice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statamants
are as yel unaudited;

- Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25, approved and signed, page 4

* Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25, approved and signed, page 5

Mot later than 30 September 2025 authorities must publish:

» Notice of conclusion of audit

* Sectlon 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

= Sectlons 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
i recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Intermal Audit Report, page 3.

Tha Annual Gavemance and Accountablity Retum constitutes the annusd retumn refermed i in e Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015,
wmmwthmmnn%wmhmm“mmmm

Tor a complate kst of bodios that may be smaller authorilios refer fo schodule 2 fo the Local Andit and Accouritshiliy Act 2074,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25

= The authority must comply with Proper Praciices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Fropar
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide® which is updated from time to ime and contains evarything
needed to prepare succassiully for the finandial year-end and ihe subsequent work by the external auditor.

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted baxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amandments must be approved by the authority and propedy initialled.

* The authority should receive and nole the Annual Intemal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

* Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retumning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2025,

* The Annual Governance Staternent (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statemants (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

= The Respensible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts {Section 2) befora they are presented o
the autharity for approval. The authority must in this order; congider, approve and sign the accounts.

. mwuammummmmmmmmwmmmmmmmmmnmmwat

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financlal Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers,

* Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able fo agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

b EmhinwmmntuarhnmslnmmummMmimmhﬁmﬂamﬁmdﬂﬂm
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances, Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

* I the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2024) equals the balance brought forward in the current yaar (Box 1 of 2025).

* Tha Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on bahalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
axarcise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

* The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the axternal auditor before 1 July 2025.

Completion checklist = Wo' answers mean vou may not have moel reguirements

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the pericd
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report Hawverall highlighted boxes been completed by the internial msditor and explanations provided ?
Section 1 For any statement to which the response & 'no’, has an explanation been published?
Sootien 2 Hias the Reaporaibie Finadiel CiTen sipwsd 151 SCCOUNTNG SIaEments belora
presentation to the authorly for approval?

Has the autharity's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an axplanation of significant variations been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 been reconciled to Bax, 87
Hmmamhmﬂmdwﬂﬁﬂammmﬂmdamﬂmw

Sactions 1 and 2 MM-MﬂWMMIMMHEMmkE
sale managing trueles? NB: do not send trust accounting stalements unless requester.
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“Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities In England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.govauk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

DYMERURH PRZASH CouniL
1,-..-u~.-'t~J.iﬂmci\ur{‘p.fsurishmunci’l-gptuk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's internal auditor acting indapandently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carmied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal awdit for 2024/25 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverags.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Sat
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, In ail
significant respects, the control ohjectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriale accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial yesr.

n_nmwmmmhdmmrmmumhmummwm.d
mﬂm“ammﬁdm%ﬂmm accounded for,

c-mmm;mmmmmmHhmmwmmmwm
of arrangements to manage thesa.

D, The precept or rates requirement resuled from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regulardy monitored; and reserves were apgropriste,

E. Expected income was fully received, based on cofmect prices, proparly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

E mmmmeﬁwhyMnﬂmmwmmw
and VAT appropeiately acoounted for,

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were proparly applied.

H. Azzat and hwmmnqmamnmﬂmlndmuﬁmmm-

I MMMMWMmMywmmmm.

Jd mmmmmwwﬂmmmwmmm
and payments or income and expenditure), agread to the cash book, supporied by an adequate audit

K. It the: autharity certified itgef as oxempl from a Bmited asswurance review in 202324, it mel the

exemplion crileria and comectly decland itself axempl, (I the authority had a fmited assurance
review of its 202324 AGAR lick "nof covared”)

L. The authority published the required information on a websiteiwebpage ug 1o date at the tims of the
intemnal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

u.hmmmwmm.m-mmwhapﬂmhmamdaad
public rights as required by the Accounls and Audil Regulations (duding the 2024-25 AGAR pariod,
were pUbiie: rights in relation lo e 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by 8 nolice on he wobsite andior
autharily approved minwles confirming the dades set).

M. The authority has semplied with the publication requirements Sor 202024 AGAR
(sae AGAR Page 7 Guidance Nofas), l.I

0. {For lecal councils only)
s funeks (Ui sy O el iaiee) — 1TE SouUncl met S neeponsibilibes as a8 huslea.

For any other risk arsas identified by this authority adequate controls existed {list any other risk areas on separaie sheets if neaded).
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Date(s) internal audit undertaken . Name of person who carried out the intemal awdit

ol /-:: s/zazg LionEL BoBES
Signature of persan

w:nmmmaﬁnm Date D]Xﬂ;}ZWE

“If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address amy weakness in control
idantified (add separate sheets if needed).

**hote: Hmmummmmmu-mmmmﬂ“umminmwmu
reixd planmnod, or, if coverage is nol requined, mmmmmmmmmwmmwmmﬂ
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
We acknowledge as the members of:

W{J foiish ovnced

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respecl to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1

- Wa harve put in place arrasgements for effective Snancial prapaved Bs socouniing stalimants in accordancs
managament during the year, and Tor the preparation of J/ with the Accounts s Al Roguistions
the BCcesinling stalemaents

2. We mainitaingd an adequate sysiem of inbeersal coninol e (YO aTangeTnants and accapied responsibiily
includfing measunes desigred o prevent and detect fraud u"" for galaguuanding dhe public money snd rescorces in
ard cormuption and revewsd s affectiversss, ity chrarge.

2. Wi tonk &l reasonable sheps 10 BeEune ourselves. has only dane wial it fas he legal power b do and has
fthast thewe are no matiers of actual or polental complieg will Propar Practices in doing 0.

non-compliance with lavws, reguistions and Propar
Prasctices that could have a significan| finsncial affect
an e ability of this msthority 1o conduect s
Business or manage s firdnoes.

4. Wea provided proper cpporhanity during the yaar lor
the exercise of aleclors’ rights in accordancs wilh the
requirgments ol tha Accounts and Audil RegulaSons.

5. We carmried out an sssetiment of the risks facing this
authority and ook appropiabo Siops o manage hose
risks, inchasing the Itroduction of intemal controls. andicr

duing the year gove all parsond infevested the opporiunaily io
dnspect and agk guestions about this authanty's sccownts.

cowmidered and documended the fancial and oiher fdeks §
faces and dooll with M propardy.

. We maintaired the year an adaquate B amanged for & competant parsan, indapeadent of the Bnancial
effective systom of intemal audil of the accourting covnlrods and procodues, B0 g an objecthve wew on whedher
recads and control syslems. infevnal confrals meaf the nesds of this smalker eullorly:

7. W took appropriate action on all maliens rmised

ragpendid 1o mafiers broughl o its allandion by infomal and
in reports fram intemal and cudeemal audit.

sl < lsTs

AETRTRR! LA

8. Wa conaliered whirlhar any iRtignbion, Exbitos: or aisoiosag svyTiing it shouks wve sbout i businoss poiviy
cormimilmants, events or irensaclions, aoourring ashor during the ywar including events faking place affar the yer
during o afer The year-end, heva & Brancial impac on 4 ol i redevant.
this: suthowity ard, whers appropriate, heve nsuded them
in the sccounting stabements.,

8. {For local counclls only) Tt funds induding bz mad ol of #5 Fesponsibiitions whars, sz o body
charfiabe. In cur capacity as ha sole managing corpovate, if is & sole managing Instes of & loal
trustee wi discharged our acoountability Fruikf o frsis,
respansibilifes for the fund(s)assats, Including f;’
firancial reporting and, if required, iIndepandant
encamination oo audit.

m-mmmmhmmmﬂhrmlmlhanruﬂ ‘Mo’ response and describe

MMIMHHWMWWMMMMMWHMHMMMM
Governance Statemant.

Thiz Annual Severmancs Statemont wos appuved ol & Siygried Ery 1N LNA A LIS of the mesating vwing
meating of the authority on: approval wias given:

/efosf2025
and recorded as minule referenca: Chair

Jrem 2| e {/# _
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Lyme hoed JBsh lovwer!

Total balances and reserves af the boginning af the vear

1. Balances brought

forward !?fﬁb-ﬁ m;ﬁa? s recarded in tha fnancial records. Value must agres fo
Bax T of provious year.

2. (+) Procept or Rates and Total amount of precept for for IDEs rates and levies)
Levies 23000 E3000 | receved or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants

recaived.

L. {+) Total other receipis Tofal incarme o receipls a2 recorded in the cashbook M

75913 b7 919 | the precent or ratestevies received line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. [-) Stalfl costs Total expendifure or payrmants made bo and on behalf

41 Eﬁl Bl !bi ﬁmmmmmw_m
employers NI conlibutions, employers pension
conlributions, gratullies and severance payments.

. (-) Loan ineresticapital Total expenditire or paymenis of capitsl and inferest
regayments ) O | made during the year an the authomy’s Bomowings (if any).

B =) All other payments Toddal eepandiiune o pajyrents ag recondad i the cagh-

b 242 g2 4 32| book less stalf costs fline 4) and loan intorostiapital
repayments (lng 5,

T. (=) Balances carried Total balances and resenves af the and of e year. Must
forward | 21 507 17 833 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+5).

B, Total value of cash and The sum of &l curront and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments | 21 507 1171 8§23 | hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agres with bank reconciiation.

o, Total fived assets phus The vaiue of ail the propedy the authorily owns — it [s mede
long lenm investments 3049 241 'S'Ifbﬂ up of all its fived assels and long term invesiments as al
and asssts 37 March,

10, Totad borrowings The outsfanding capifal balance as of 31 March of &l foans

o © | trom third parties {including PWLB).
Far Local Councils |:Ir||'j.'
Tla. Disclosure nobe re Tust funds The Councd, as a body corporale, acls as sole usise and
{including charitable) is msponsibie for mansging Trust fimds or assels.
1ib. Disclosure note re Trust funds The fgures in the accounting statements above
(ircluding chantabie) axciude any Trest ranssctions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Eladomants in thie Annual Sesermanos mdmupﬁuhiﬁ,
Rabum have been propaned on either a recaipts and payments
of incorne and expenditura hasis following the guidances in
Governanca and Accountability for Smalier Authorilies — a
Practitioners’ Guide 1o Propar Practices and prasant fairy
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
ptmdhﬂu.ﬂ |

| essrifirm that these Statemants wers

appruvoud Ly WS SuuENILY 00 s gale:

Jl‘fa 2025

as recondid in minute reference:
Jrem 20

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

=



Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Dymchurch Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Not Applicable.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable

External Auditor Name

Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

Forvis Magars LLP 22 September 2025

External Auditor Signature Date
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