
Bathing waters - Dymchurch

Creating a better place for people and wildlife Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60

Presented by Lindsay Faulkner 

Area Environment Manager for Kent & South London



Creating a better place for people and wildlife Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60

What are bathing waters?

• Protected areas defined in the Bathing Water Regulations 2013

• At defined locations

• Monitored by Environment Agency

• Classifications published every year

• Duty to inform the public of results 

• Not all beaches are designated
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Bathing waters in our area
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How are bathing waters 

monitored?

1 May and 30 September

Swimfo

Find out more on Swimfo at https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/

Samples analysed after 4 days
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Bathing water classification

Graph, right, showing 

the comparison of 

Intestinal Enterococci 

classifications. Source 

Environment Agency 

2024

Table, left, showing the 

Intestinal Enterococci and 

Escherichia coli 

parameters per 

classification. Source 

Environment Agency 2024
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Why do we classify bathing 

waters in this way?

You can also read our blog about testing at 

https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2024/

08/07/behind-the-scenes-how-environment-

agency-scientists-are-testing-bathing-water-

quality/



Bathing waters are classified annually, based on the data from a four-year period. 
This allows the samples taken over four years to build this assessment of typical water 
quality at that bathing water.

• There are no pass/fail standards for individual bathing water samples
• The classification is based on a statistical measure of all samples over the previous four-year period, 

known as a percentile. 
• Percentiles use the range of all samples taken to estimate the probability of higher results occurring. 
• The classification uses either the 95% or 90% percentile depending on the classification. 

The standards and calculations used for each classification can be found here: The Bathing Water 
Regulations 2013. These standards are based on World Health Organisation recommendations and are 
used in the revised Bathing Water Directive which first introduced the classifications of Excellent, Good, 
Sufficient or Poor. These classifications were first made in England in 2015 and are what we use today.

How do we classify bathing waters?

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2013%2F1675%2Fschedule%2F5%2Fmade&data=05%7C02%7Crebeccaj.skinner%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C3a66fb12f5cb476b1dd708dd2e3aa035%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638717551512963335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M9Qp2ZfcTuP%2B4zYTTtjTAmq5fPcrItzr%2BhuFv3QO3h4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2013%2F1675%2Fschedule%2F5%2Fmade&data=05%7C02%7Crebeccaj.skinner%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C3a66fb12f5cb476b1dd708dd2e3aa035%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638717551512963335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M9Qp2ZfcTuP%2B4zYTTtjTAmq5fPcrItzr%2BhuFv3QO3h4%3D&reserved=0


Creating a better place for people and wildlife Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60

Improvements in Bathing Water Quality

Significant Improvements Over Time:

• In the 1990s, only 28% of bathing waters met the 
highest standards.

• This year 85% achieved the highest standards of Good 
and Excellent.

•92% met the minimum standard of Sufficient.

• More Work to Do:

Classification results indicate areas for improvement.
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Potential Sources of pollution

Human Sewage

• Water Company & Private discharges

• Misconnections

Agriculture

• Runoff and discharges to groundwater

Other

• Urban runoff

• Dogs, Birds, Litter

• Sewage from ships and boats

Images of 

examples sources 

of pollution. 

Source 

Environment 

Agency 2024
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Role of Environment Agency

Our staff collecting samples and working with partners. Source Environment Agency 2024



Planned actions for 2025

• Statutory Monitoring 

• Additional monitoring in surrounding area

• Microbial Source tracking (MST) – DNA tracing

• Data review

• Regulation and incident response

• Continue working with partners 
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St Marys Bay

Littlestone

Dymchurch

Deal

Folkestone

Priority bathing waters 2025



Dymchurch bathing water 

Map of Dymchurch bathing water (surface water) catchment. 

Source Environment Agency 2025

2004 Sufficient
2005 Excellent
2006 Excellent
2007 Excellent
2008 Excellent
2009 Good
2010 Good
2011 Good
2012 Good
2013 Excellent
2014 Excellent
2015 Good
2016 Good
2017 Good
2018 Good
2019 Good
2020 N/A
2021 Good
2022 Good
2023 Sufficient
2024 Poor



Dymchurch bathing water 

Results 
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What can we all do to improve 

water quality at all of our beaches?

•Report environmental incidents, like pollution, to our 24hr 
hotline on 0800 80 70 60. Community intelligence is incredibly 
important.

•Check your own foul and surface water drainage system for 
mis-connections or faults

•Don’t pour or flush items that can cause blockages

•Tell people about the SWIMFO and Southern Water website

•Avoid feeding or attracting seabirds/waterfowl 

•Always clean up dog faeces and litter, especially on the beach
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More information and contacts

• Visit our new online Water Hub at 

https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/hub-page/water-hub 

• Visit Swimfo at https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/ 

• Follow us on X at https://x.com/EnvAgencySE

• To report environmental incidents call our Incident Hotline 0800 807060

• To report flooding call Floodline on 0345 988 1188

• For enquiries email us at ksle@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Thank you

https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/hub-page/water-hub
https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/
mailto:ksle@environment-agency.gov.uk
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